AP Language 2018 Summer Reading Expectations
Welcome to AP Language & Composition! During this next school year, you will be immersed in many sorts of non-fiction pieces: memoirs, speeches, letters, op-ed articles, argumentative essays, etc.  Taking a break from all reading and writing during the summer months, however, can have negative results, so you will want to always have that “next” book ready and waiting.  To prepare you for the National AP Language exam, the teacher will provide a rich and wide-variety of texts to study in-depth; however, the rigorous student will need to build and maintain reading stamina and comprehension throughout the year.  In addition to the many books you should be reading and enjoying this summer, I am asking that you study one book—a memoir—which will help you understand this assignment.  
Expectations:

Choose a memoir that you have not read before from the list below to read this summer.
To help you stay engaged in the reading, stop at least 10 times to write a thorough response.  For this requirement, you must have a Composition Notebook, which will be your writer’s notebook for next year. Responses must start on the front of the fifth physical page of the Composition Notebook, since the first four pages will be used for the Table of Contents and data charts. 
Responses can take many forms:  bulleted points, summaries, sketches, diagrams, character lists, reflections, rhetorical analysis, or meaningful quotes.  These stopping points will serve as a journey through the text, tracking your thoughts about writing style, author’s purpose, organization of piece, description of setting, relationships of people, use of dialogue, and complexity of language.  Responses may not all be the same length, but you should expect to fill at least 10-12 pages for the entire memoir.  Remember, these responses are personal and should represent your own thinking, rather than the summaries and analysis on Spark Notes or other websites. There are numerous student samples of notes posted on my website for you to access and acquire knowledge—and freedom—to choose how you show your thinking while reading your memoir.  The summer reading requirement will contribute to your first semester reading requirement as well as the English Department 30-Book Challenge. This assignment needs to be completed on the first day of school. 
I look forward to working with you next year! Come back in August refreshed and ready. If you have any questions, email me anytime from the class website:  whetstonenvps.weebly.com
· A Lucky Child

· A Stolen Life
· A Walk in the Woods

· Alive

· All Creatures Great and Small

· An Invisible Thread

· An Unquiet Mind

· Angela’s Ashes

· Beyond Belief: Secret Life of Scientology

· Born A Crime

· Breaking Night: From Homeless to Harvard

· Brain on Fire

· Crazy For The  Storm

· Come Back

· Diary of Anne Frank

· Devil in the White City

· Eat, Pray, Love

· Educated

· Encyclopedia of An Ordinary Life

· Finding Fish

· Girl, Interrupted 

· Heartbreaking Work of a Staggering Genius 

· Hillbilly Elegy

· Horse Soldiers
· I am Malala

· I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

· Jesusland

· Letters from Iwo Jima

· Lion
· Look Me In The Eye
· Magnolia Story
· Manic
· Miracle on the Hudson

· Mistaken Identity

· Moneyball
· Nothing to Lose, Everything to Gain

· October Sky

· Picking Cotton
· Pursuit of Happyness

· Street Cat Named Bob

· The Boys in the Boat

· The Only Road Home

· The Other Wes Moore

· The Polygamist’s Daughter

· The Unwanted

· Three Little Words

· Townie
· Twelve Years A Slave
· When Breath Becomes Air

· Wild

· Year of Yes (S. Rhimes) 
· Zeitoun

